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WELCOME TO[bookmark: _Hlk210399344]CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS RATHMINES
youthministry @rathminesparish.com
Instagram @yarathmines
All young adults 
aged 18-40 are welcome 
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Mary Immaculate, Refuge of Sinners, Rathmines
Sunday 30 August 2026     Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
[image: Mary Immaculate Refuge of Sinners logo]Parish Office Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 1pm
Address: 52 Lower Rathmines Road, Dubli n 6Leinster Bowling Club
Observatory Lane, Rathmines
BOWLS OPEN DAY
Saturday 5 September
2pm – 4pm
Free Entry
www.leinsterbowling club.ie

        Telephone: 01 497 1531   Email: secretary@rathminesparish.com     
      Please visit the parish website: www.rathminesparish.ie
     www. facebook.com/rathminesparish	Webcam: www.rathminesparish.ieHOMILY
If you were looking through the Scriptures to find a couple of passages that make Christianity sound like a dangerous business, you couldn’t do much better than to settle on the readings this weekend.
The first reading is from the personal writings of the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah.  With a voice as cutting as any in scripture he calls the people to stop hiding from the reality of their comfortable lives, face up to their failings, their sin, and do something about it, become again the people of God.
And for that Jeremiah was an outcast.  He was ridiculed, even persecuted, by those whom he confronted with the truth.
And the Gospel, too, has much of that same demanding quality to it.  Here Christ begins to introduce to his apostles the idea of his death.  But Peter objected.  It was not going to be that way.
Christ reacts very sharply to Peter.  But it was necessary.  Peter, perhaps more than any of the others, had to understand what was happening, had to see the point of it, the value.
And then Christ explains his response, but in a puzzling, enigmatic sort of way, almost with a kind of riddle.  Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, whoever loses his life for me will save it.  If anyone wants to follow me, he can do so only by carrying the cross I carry.
So again, there seems to be almost that sense of a harshness to the practice of God’s values.  That sense that Christianity, if you do it right, has to hurt.
Nothing could be further from the truth.  God calls us not to suffering and pain but to happiness, a joy, a feeling of rightness to our lives.  And it is an absolute promise, there is no “maybe” attached to it.  It is a sure and certain thing.
But if the promise is absolute, it is by no means unconditional.  Nowhere does God promise us, “You will be happy and satisfied, no matter what you do, no matter how you live.”  The promise is given to those who accept no standard other than Christ’s, who do not compromise with the truth, even if that means a cross of one kind or another.
And that is the point.  Purposefulness.  The fact is that a very great deal of the burdens that mark our lives have nothing at all to do with the Cross.  They are of human origin.  We make them ourselves, by centring our lives on something less than the truth, something less than real value.
A burden, a hardship in our lives is a cross, if it has a purpose, if it leads somewhere, if it leads to a resurrection.  That after all is what most clearly marks the cross of Christ.								Fr Andrew
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LEGION OF MARY
Annual Pilgrimage to Our Lady’s Shrine 
at KNOCK

Sunday 
27 September 2026
Coach leaving Rathmines Church 
at 8am sharp
€30 per adult / 
€15 per child
Tea/Coffee Break at Tyrrellspass Castle

Contact Bert 
M 085 133 5809


















The HAKUNA group, which holds its Youth Led Holy Hour thanks to the hospitality of Rathmines parish, hosts evenings every Tuesday 
from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in Rathmines Church. Prayer, the opportunity for Confession, moments of silence and music.
Everyone is warmly invited to come along, meet others, and help build our parish community. 




Our usual Tea & Coffee after 11am Mass on Sundays will return next Sunday 6 September. We look forward to seeing you all again. 


WE ARE STARTING A SUNDAY SCHOOL!
Rathgar/Rathmines parish are delighted to welcome 
all children aged 7-11 years old to join our Sunday School! 
Our aim is to help children grow in faith 
through our parish-based children’s programme.
📍Where: St Patrick’s Hall, Rathgar Parish Centre
📆When: Third Sunday of every month, from October 2026 - May 2027
⏰Time: 11am – 11.40am
If you would like your children to get involved,
Email Angel Agito at youthministry@rathminesparish.com





MASS TIMES RATHMINES CHURCH
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Sunday 11am, 6pm (Folk)
Tues/Thurs/Fri 10am
Preceded by Morning Prayer - 9.45am
Confessions Sat 5.30pm or by appt
-----------------------
MASS TIMES RATHGAR CHURCH
Saturday 10am  
Sunday 9.30am, 12.15pm
Mon/Weds 10am    Tues/Thurs 6pm
Eucharistic Adoration
Mon/Weds/Sat 10.30am – 11.30am
Monday to Saturday 6pm – 7pm






Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place next Friday 4th September (First Friday) for one hour in the church after mass from 10.30am to 11.30am.


Coeliac Hosts are available at any Mass in Rathmines Church for people with a Coeliac condition. 
If you wish to receive a Coeliac host, please present for Communion in the centre aisle at the end of the Communion queue 
and inform the Priest in order to avoid cross-contamination.



Sunday 23 August 2026 	Share Collection €348		First Collection €550


Parish Priest
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan
Tel. 01 497 1531 / 497 2215

Parish Secretary            Parish Office
Mary Ryan	             Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
Tel. 01 497 1531            10am – 1pm


The Diocesan Child Safeguarding and Protection Service can be contacted confidentially by telephone on 01 836 0314.



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Rathmines Parish Pastoral Council is a faith-based group whose purpose is to lead and serve in the spirit of the Gospel, warmly welcoming and connecting with parishioners and the wider community.
Parish Pastoral Council Members
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan PP, Bridget Murphy, Ann Dolan, Joe Costello, Jackie Brennan,
Angela Meta, Andrew Moran, Sr Sofia Cho, Angel Agito and Mary McGaughan








OUR PARISH PARTNERSHIP
Rathmines 	Rathgar		Beechwood	Harold’s Cross	Mount Argus



MASS SCHEDULE 
RATHMINES & RATHGAR PARISHES
Please note our 6pm Mass returns
 next Sunday 6 September in Rathmines Church.
And the 6pm Mass on Tuesdays & Thursdays in Church of the Three Patrons Rathgar will return from next Tues 1 September.

[bookmark: _Hlk183799424]Rathmines & Rathgar  
Bethany Bereavement Support Service 
(incl. Milltown & Ranelagh)
If you are grieving the loss of a loved one and feel the need to talk, please think about coming to a Bethany session – we are here to listen, and this can help in working through your loss.  
Please consider availing of our service which is 
free, confidential and non-judgmental.
Our September listening sessions will take place at:
Venue		Rathmines Parish Centre
When		First Wednesday of the month
Next meeting 	Wednesday 2 September 2026
Time		7.30pm

Venue		Milltown Parish Centre
When		Second Thursday of the month
Next meeting 	Thursday 10 September 2026
Time		7.30pm
For further information please phone:
Siobhán 087 284 1276 or Marie 086 328 2151 
Also available: Bethany Service Clarendon St
First & Third Tues of the month at 11am










Manresa Jesuit Centre of Spirituality September 2026 Retreat Offerings
Individually Directed Retreat Mon 7th – Fri 11th Sept (4-day) / Tues 15th – Thurs 24th Sept (8-day)  Offering time for personal prayer & reflection, 
with daily guidance from a spiritual director 
The Reign of God (Residential Retreat) 
Sun 27th - Weds 30th Sept
Facilitator: Fr Bernard McGuckian SJ. 
For info www.manresa.ie or contact us at reception@manresa.ie or Tel 01 552 9448.












Rathmines and Rathgar Parish Partnership
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – GET INVOLVED

Volunteers are indispensable to the life of our parish partnership. All baptised people are called by God to minister. New volunteers are needed and welcomed to sustain, support and strengthen the many services in our parish community.

You are invited to consider sharing your skills 
and talents by becoming a part of the 
parish volunteering community. 

There are many areas to choose from:
Baptism Team		Minister of the Eucharist
Minister of the Word		Funeral Team
Hospitality Team			Collectors Team
Finance Committee	Family Mass Team
Altar Servers		Young Adults Choir

If you are interested, please complete an Expression of Interest Form available from the Parish Office.  

PRAYER FOR STRENGTH
Every day I need you Lord,
but this day especially,
I need some extra strength
to face whatever is to come.
This day more than any other day
I need to feel you near me …..
to fortify my courage 
and to overcome my fear.
By myself, 
I cannot meet the challenge of the hour …
How much frail human creatures
need a Higher Power sustaining them
in all that life may bring.
And so, dear Lord, hold my trembling hand ….
Be with me Lord this day,
to know your guiding hand at work in all,
to know your Blessed Presence ever near.  Amen.
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