13 September 2026     	  Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time      	    Please take a copy home today    	      “Lord of Life, You have given us the gift of water, source of fruitfulness, freshness, and hope.” Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex (X)

WELCOME TO[bookmark: _Hlk210399344]CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS RATHMINES
youthministry @rathminesparish.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS!
Lectio Divina:
Meeting God in Scripture
Thurs 24 September
7.30pm
Rathmines Church
All young adults 
aged 18-40 are welcome 
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The scriptures readings for this weekend lay out for us a quality that is perhaps as much as any other, unmistakably Christian, even uniquely Christian.  And that is the quality, the virtue of forgiveness.
The teaching of the Gospel is clear.  Peter questions Christ as to how much is enough?  Where is the breaking point?  Just how far is a person reasonably expected to go with forgiveness?
And Christ’s answer is simply, “There are no limits.”  The quality of forgiveness is to be brought into play just as often as it is needed.  The Hebrews of Christ’s time made wide use of numbers as symbols, and for a wide range of reasons, seven was a mystical number, the number of limitless perfections.  So, to multiply something by seven meant to remove the limits from that something, to place it on a spiritual plane.
And that is so because no matter what we are asked to forgive one another, it is nothing compared to the forgiveness that God is constantly willing to offer us.  Really, the Father’s constant readiness to forgive is the reason why we are called to forgive one another.  Forgiveness is never a business deal.  I’ll forgive you if you do such and such.  It is simply there, asking of us only that we accept it.  In the same way the forgiveness, the opportunity for reconciliation that we offer to one another, can never be a business deal.  There are no ifs, no conditions.  We must offer it to others as freely and as lovingly as it is offered to us.
One of the difficulties a lot of people have with the virtue of forgiveness, is really just not knowing what it means.  So often we can find ourselves in the position of saying, “I know I should forgive so and so, but I just can’t put it out of my mind.”
Well, forgiveness has nothing much to do with putting something out of your mind.  As with any virtue, forgiveness is not primarily a way you feel.  It is primarily a decision you make.  A decision to the effect that I will not let an injury I have received be the motive for the way that I will act toward the one who has hurt me.  I won’t let what has been done to me dictate or colour the way that I act toward that person.
Our readiness to forgive one another is a clear and dependable measure of our readiness to accept Christian revelation as a model for life.  And it is not beyond the reach or the ability of any one of us.  Because each of us has more than likely already been forgiven far more than we shall ever be asked to forgive.						Fr Andrew






                          



Duy
LEGION OF MARY

Annual Pilgrimage to Our Lady’s Shrine 
at KNOCK

Sunday 
27 September 2026

Coach leaving Rathmines Church 
at 8am sharp
€30 per adult / 
€15 per child
Tea/Coffee Break at Tyrrellspass Castle
Contact Bert 
M 085 133 5809



















The HAKUNA group, which holds its Youth Led Holy Hour thanks to the hospitality of Rathmines parish, hosts evenings every Tuesday 
from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in Rathmines Church. Prayer, the opportunity for Confession, moments of silence and music.
Everyone is warmly invited to come along, meet others, and help build our parish community. 


Please join us for Tea & Coffee this and every Sunday after 11am Mass   in the Parish Centre.  All are welcome. 
You may also like to join us after 10am Mass every Thursday morning.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION 2026-2027
Note for your Diary	REGISTRATION EVENING 
in the Church of Mary Immaculate Refuge of Sinners Rathmines 
on MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2026 at 7pm





CROSSCARE ANNUAL APPEAL Saturday 19th / Sunday 20th September 2026
Next weekend, our parish will be supporting the Crosscare Annual Appeal replacing the Share collection at all Masses.
Crosscare is the social support agency of the Archdiocese of Dublin, providing practical support to people at some of the most difficult moments in their lives.  Every day Crosscare works alongside families worried about losing their home, young people in need of guidance and support, people experiencing homelessness, and migrants and refugees seeking safety and a fresh start. The theme of this year’s Appeal is Hope & Resilience.  Please support the Crosscare collection next week if you can, or alternatively you can support the appeal online at www.crosscare.ie  links in the posters at the back of the church.



MASS TIMES RATHMINES CHURCH
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Sunday 11am, 6pm (Folk)
Tues/Thurs/Fri 10am
Preceded by Morning Prayer - 9.45am
Confessions Sat 5.30pm or by appt
-----------------------
MASS TIMES RATHGAR CHURCH
Saturday 10am  
Sunday 9.30am, 12.15pm
Mon/Weds 10am    Tues/Thurs 6pm
Eucharistic Adoration
Mon/Weds/Sat 10.30am – 11.30am
Monday to Saturday 6pm – 7pm







Coeliac Hosts are available at any Mass in Rathmines Church for people with a Coeliac condition. 
If you wish to receive a Coeliac host, please present for Communion in the centre aisle at the end of the Communion queue 
and inform the Priest in order to avoid cross-contamination.


Sunday 6 September 2026 	Share Collection €360	 First Collection €568



Parish Priest
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan
Tel. 01 497 1531 / 497 2215

Parish Secretary            Parish Office
Mary Ryan	             Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
Tel. 01 497 1531            10am – 1pm


The Diocesan Child Safeguarding and Protection Service can be contacted confidentially by telephone on 01 836 0314.



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Rathmines Parish Pastoral Council is a faith-based group whose purpose is to lead and serve in the spirit of the Gospel, warmly welcoming and connecting with parishioners and the wider community.
Parish Pastoral Council Members
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan PP, Bridget Murphy, Ann Dolan, Joe Costello, Jackie Brennan,
Angela Meta, Andrew Moran, Sr Sofia Cho, Angel Agito and Mary McGaughan








OUR PARISH PARTNERSHIP
Rathmines 	Rathgar		Beechwood	Harold’s Cross	Mount Argus



WE ARE STARTING A SUNDAY SCHOOL!

Rathgar/Rathmines parish are delighted to welcome 
all children aged 7-11 years old 
to join our Sunday School! 

Our aim is to help children grow in faith 
through our parish-based children’s programme.

📍Where: St Patrick’s Hall, Rathgar Parish Centre
📆When: Third Sunday of every month, 
from October 2026 - May 2027
⏰Time: 11am – 11.40am

If you would like your children to get involved,
Email Angel Agito at youthministry@rathminesparish.com

COULD YOU BE A VOLUNTEER DRIVER? 
The Irish Cancer Society is seeking compassionate volunteer drivers to join our pool of drivers. 
As a volunteer driver you would be bringing patients undergoing chemotherapy to the hospital and back home for their treatment.  
Gifting your time means that cancer patients will have comfortable (one on one) transport to attend appointments for their lifesaving treatment.

If you can spare 2 days per month, have a valid driving licence, and a safe, reliable vehicle, you are the perfect candidate to make a significant difference. The Irish Cancer Society will provide you with training before you start as a driver for us. Your generosity not only eases the journey for many during a challenging time but also offers comfort and support when it's needed most.

For more information and to become a volunteer driver, please contact Monica or Emily at volunteer@irishcancer.ie



















Rathmines and Rathgar Parish Partnership
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – GET INVOLVED

Volunteers are indispensable to the life of our parish partnership. All baptised people are called by God to minister. New volunteers are needed and welcomed to sustain, support and strengthen the many services in our parish community.

You are invited to consider sharing your skills 
and talents by becoming a part of the 
parish volunteering community. 

There are many areas to choose from:
Baptism Team		Minister of the Eucharist
Minister of the Word		Funeral Team
Hospitality Team			Collectors Team
Finance Committee	Family Mass Team
Altar Servers		Young Adults Choir

If you are interested, please complete an Expression of Interest Form available from the Parish Office.  


PRAYER FOR STRENGTH
Every day I need you Lord,
but this day especially,
I need some extra strength
to face whatever is to come.
This day more than any other day
I need to feel you near me …..
to fortify my courage 
and to overcome my fear.
By myself, 
I cannot meet the challenge of the hour …
How much frail human creatures
need a Higher Power sustaining them
in all that life may bring.
And so, dear Lord, hold my trembling hand ….
Be with me Lord this day,
to know your guiding hand at work in all,
to know your Blessed Presence ever near.  Amen.
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