27 September 2026     	  Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time      	   Please take a copy home today    		“Sunday, 27 September, marks the World Day of Migrants and Refugees.” Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex (X)
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UPCOMING EVENTS!
TALK SERIES
Thursday 8 October
7.30pm
Rosary & Evangelisation
Rathmines Church
All young adults 
aged 18-40 are welcome 
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Throughout the Gospel there is one type of person that invariably seems to provoke Christ’s anger, that never seems to merit a good word from Christ, only his scorn and his condemnation.  
And that is the group of people the Gospel authors usually refer to as the Pharisees.  But when Christ criticises, he isn’t talking about a political party or a social class.  Rather he is talking about an attitude, a way of life, one that seemed very often to be typical of the Pharisees.
It was an attitude that was characterised by two vices.  Hypocrisy and self-righteousness.  A hypocrite is a person that is more concerned with a good image than a good conscience.  A person who works very hard at playing a role, creating an impression, but who really holds very few deep convictions.  And a self-righteous person is a hypocrite who takes himself very seriously, a hypocrite who has really become cut off from the possibility of growth because of the belief that the role that is being played, the image that is being built, is in fact something worthwhile and valuable.
So, it is the superficiality, the moral and spiritual emptiness of the Pharisees, that offended Christ and the fact that they had become so smugly self-satisfied with that emptiness.
And perhaps that is what sets the scene, for this Gospel reading this weekend.  In the parable that Christ uses, in the contrast between the first and second son, he really compares the morality of the Pharisees, the self-righteous hypocrites with that of the sinners, and finds it wanting.
Compared to the sinners who recognised their faults and tried to do something about them, the static, unmoving Pharisees were dead, dry, empty creatures.  Now obviously enough, it is not the sin of the idolaters and prostitutes that Christ is praising, rather it is their awareness, their effort at growth, even if that effort is unsuccessful for a while.  It is almost as if to say that it is not so much on our sin that Christ judges us but rather on how satisfied we are with our sin.  How complacent we are, how attached to it we become.  In his association with sinners, Christ saw beyond their sin and saw what the Pharisees couldn’t or wouldn’t.  In their effort, in their attempts to remake their lives, in their repentance, Christ saw goodness and virtue.
We should take comfort from that.
Just as Christ praised and blessed with his company, saw virtue in the halting, faulty effort at growth of the sinners, so will he in our own.  That all means there is only one real sign of hopelessness in our lives, and that is to give up, to quit trying, to be satisfied with what we are.  The only thing that should make us despair of the company of Christ is our refusal to accept it.  We don’t have to make ourselves perfect.  We can’t.  Only Christ can do that.  But he will.  As long as we keep trying to make ourselves better.												Fr Andrew






                          



Duy[bookmark: _Hlk193988433][bookmark: _Hlk154658839]Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place next Friday 2nd October (First Friday) for one hour in the church after mass from 10.30am to 11.30am.










[bookmark: _Hlk151734307][bookmark: _Hlk157783831][bookmark: _Hlk185864640]Our Family Mass resumes next Saturday 3rd October at 6pm.  All are welcome to join us!






The monthly St Vincent de Paul Church Gate Collection returns after a summer break this weekend after all masses. 








The HAKUNA group holds its Youth Led Holy Hour thanks to the hospitality of Rathmines parish,  every Tuesday 
from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in Rathmines Church. Prayer, the opportunity for Confession, moments of silence and music.
Everyone is warmly invited to come along, meet others, and help build our parish community. 





WE ARE STARTING A SUNDAY SCHOOL!
Rathgar/Rathmines parish are delighted to welcome 
all children aged 7-11 years old to join our Sunday School! 
Our aim is to help children grow in faith 
through our parish-based children’s programme.

📍Where: St Patrick’s Hall, Rathgar Parish Centre
📆When: Third Sunday of every month, STARTS 18 OCTOBER 2026 - May 2027
⏰Time: 11am – 11.40am
If you would like your children to get involved,
Email Angel Agito at youthministry@rathminesparish.com

Please join us for Tea & Coffee this and every Sunday after 11am Mass   in the Parish Centre.  All are welcome. 
.




MASS TIMES RATHMINES CHURCH
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Sunday 11am, 6pm (Folk)
Tues/Thurs/Fri 10am
Preceded by Morning Prayer - 9.45am
Confessions Sat 5.30pm or by appt
-----------------------
MASS TIMES RATHGAR CHURCH
Saturday 10am  
Sunday 9.30am, 12.15pm
Mon/Weds 10am    Tues/Thurs 6pm
Eucharistic Adoration
Mon/Weds/Sat 10.30am – 11.30am
Monday to Saturday 6pm – 7pm







Coeliac Hosts are available at any Mass in Rathmines Church for people with a Coeliac condition. 
If you wish to receive a Coeliac host, please present for Communion in the centre aisle at the end of the Communion queue 
and inform the Priest in order to avoid cross-contamination.


Sunday 13 September 2026   Share Collection €296   First Collection €366



Parish Priest
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan
Tel. 01 497 1531 / 497 2215

Parish Secretary            Parish Office
Mary Ryan	             Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
Tel. 01 497 1531            10am – 1pm


The Diocesan Child Safeguarding and Protection Service can be contacted confidentially by telephone on 01 836 0314.



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Rathmines Parish Pastoral Council is a faith-based group whose purpose is to lead and serve in the spirit of the Gospel, warmly welcoming and connecting with parishioners and the wider community.
Parish Pastoral Council Members
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan PP, Bridget Murphy, Ann Dolan, Joe Costello, Jackie Brennan,
Angela Meta, Andrew Moran, Sr Sofia Cho, Angel Agito and Mary McGaughan








OUR PARISH PARTNERSHIP
Rathmines 	Rathgar		Beechwood	Harold’s Cross	Mount Argus



OPEN EVENING – ST LOUIS PRIMARY SCHOOL
For incoming Junior Infants 2027-2028
Thursday 1st October
4.30pm – 7pm
All are welcome
William’s Park, Rathmines T 01 497 6098

AUTUMN WORKSHOPS ARE BACK 🍂🧹
Join us this October in Rathmines Parish Centre
for two of our favourite seasonal workshops.

AUTUMN WREATH WORKSHOPS
Sat 10th October & Sun 11th October
1pm to 3.30pm

WITCH’S BROOMSTICK WORKSHOPS
Sun 18th October - 1pm to 3.30pm
Sun 25th October - 2.30pm to 5pm

All materials are included, with light refreshments and some Halloween candy for the kids.

Children must be accompanied and supervised by an adult at all times.  This is not a drop-off workshop.

These sold out incredibly quickly last year, so booking early is very much recommended.
Halloween costumes are not required 
… but highly encouraged!
Visit www.thefloristonthehill.ie to book!







BOOK LAUNCH: CONQUEST OR LEAVEN
Reflections of a Catholic Priest in Palestine/Israel 

by David Neuhaus SJ

Monday 19 October 2026 at 7pm
In-person event at 
Manresa Jesuit Centre of Spirituality
426 Clontarf Road, Dollymount, D03 FP52
Books will be available for purchase
Limited to 30 people 
Registration: reception@manresa.ie / 01 552 9448













Rathmines and Rathgar Parish Partnership
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – GET INVOLVED

Volunteers are indispensable to the life of our parish partnership. All baptised people are called by God to minister. New volunteers are needed and welcomed to sustain, support and strengthen the many services in our parish community.

You are invited to consider sharing your skills 
and talents by becoming a part of the 
parish volunteering community. 

There are many areas to choose from:
Baptism Team		Minister of the Eucharist
Minister of the Word		Funeral Team
Hospitality Team			Collectors Team
Finance Committee	Family Mass Team
Altar Servers		Young Adults Choir

If you are interested, please complete an Expression of Interest Form available from the Parish Office.  

PRAYER FOR STRENGTH
Every day I need you Lord,
but this day especially,
I need some extra strength
to face whatever is to come.
This day more than any other day
I need to feel you near me …..
to fortify my courage 
and to overcome my fear.
By myself, 
I cannot meet the challenge of the hour …
How much frail human creatures
need a Higher Power sustaining them
in all that life may bring.
And so, dear Lord, hold my trembling hand ….
Be with me Lord this day,
to know your guiding hand at work in all,
to know your Blessed Presence ever near.  Amen.
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