11 October 2026     Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time      Please take a copy home today    “Our age needs men and women who have the courage to do good even when it comes at a cost.” Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex (X)
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UPCOMING EVENTS!
TALK SERIES
Thursday 22 October
7pm
St Francis of Assisi 
& Missionary Life
Rathmines Church
All young adults 
aged 18-40 are welcome 
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There is a wealth of meaning carried by the imagery used in today’s First Reading and Gospel.  The image of the Kingdom of God as a meal.  The power of that image was much more evident, I would imagine, to the people of Isaiah’s or Christ’s time, than it is to our own.  They had not yet sacrificed the notion of the meal to the drive-thru or in front of the TV.  The people of Isaiah’s and Christ’s time still held very intensely to the notion of the meal as a drama, a document, in which the whole of their lives, the quality of those lives was acted out, expressed, and affirmed.  The feast celebrated on the mountain in Isaiah, the wedding feast in the Gospels, in a word, a meal done well, experienced rightly, all of that is life as God intended it to be, life done well, acted out rightly.
When life is right, when it is marked by right understanding, right relationships, the meal is right.  But when that is not the case, when righteousness fails, the meal is disrupted, the document is distorted.  The verses in Isaiah just prior to this reading speak to the corruption of the covenant, the infidelity of the people.  And Isaiah describes it as a hunger in the people.  He says, “In the streets they cry out for lack of wine …. “.  
The almost harsh sounding imagery of the guest who is thrown out in the Gospel because he would not dress properly strikes the same note.  The issue is not proper dress, the issue is the disruption of the meal, refusing to do it right, refusing to accept the right relationship between himself and the host, and to do so on the host’s terms.  Perhaps that is really the heart of the imagery.  Do we come to the meal on our own terms, or on those of the host?  Do we write the document that expresses our lives, or does God?
This imagery is very rich both in scripture and in human experience.  But there is a disturbing side also.  If something very ancient and very deep within us makes of a meal a document that speaks of the quality of our lives, what is being said by what our culture makes of meals?  The speed of them, the superficiality?  How many families do we know that eat together, all together, same time, same place, more than perhaps once a week?  What is added to the document of our lives by the fact that we in Western Europe spend more on remedies for indigestion that many nations spend on food?
The invitation to the banquet that is given us is an invitation to nothing less than life itself, life as God means it to be.  And that, if done rightly, is a thing to celebrate.         								Fr Andrew






                          



DuyBOOK LAUNCH: CONQUEST OR LEAVEN
Reflections of a 
Catholic Priest in Palestine/Israel 
by David Neuhaus SJ

Mon 19 October 2026 at 7pm
In-person event at 
Manresa Jesuit Centre of Spirituality
426 Clontarf Road, Dollymount, D03 FP52
Books will be available for purchase
Limited to 30 people 
Registration: reception@manresa.ie / 
01 552 9448






















World Mission Sunday 18th October
World Mission Sunday is the Holy Father’s annual appeal for spiritual and financial support so that the life-giving work of overseas mission and missionaries 
can continue. It always falls on the second last Sunday in October, 
and like the Good Friday collection for the Holy Land and Peter’s Pence, 
it is one of three yearly universal Church collections.
It will replace the usual Share collection next weekend.
Missio Ireland T 01 497 2035 www.missio.ie


Please join us for Tea & Coffee this and every Sunday after 11am Mass   in the Parish Centre.  All are welcome. 
Also after 10am Mass every Thursday.
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The HAKUNA group holds its Youth Led Holy Hour thanks to the hospitality of Rathmines parish, every Tuesday 
from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in Rathmines Church. Prayer, the opportunity for Confession, moments of silence and music.
Everyone is warmly invited to come along, meet others, and help build our parish community. 







MASS TIMES RATHMINES CHURCH
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Sunday 11am, 6pm (Folk)
Tues/Thurs/Fri 10am
Preceded by Morning Prayer - 9.45am
Confessions Sat 5.30pm or by appt
-----------------------
MASS TIMES RATHGAR CHURCH
Saturday 10am  
Sunday 9.30am, 12.15pm
Mon – Friday 7.30am
Mon/Weds 10am    Tues/Thurs 6pm
Eucharistic Adoration
Mon/Weds/Sat 10.30am – 11.30am
Monday to Saturday 6pm – 7pm
CARMELITE OPEN DAY
For Men and women Age 18-40
21 November 2026	10.30am to 4.30pm
Avila Retreat Centre, Donnybrook, D04 YF66
Registration by 15 November
E opendayavila@gmail.com
Cost: Free (light lunch included)




In November we will remember the Month of the Holy Souls.
Altar List of the Dead Envelopes are now available at the back of the church.  Please take one, make a list of your deceased loved ones on the inserts provided, enclose a small offering and return to the parish office or the blue safe 
at the back of the church.  The Altar Lists will be compiled and then placed 
on the altar every First Friday for the next year.






Coeliac Hosts are available at any Mass in Rathmines Church for people with a Coeliac condition. 
If you wish to receive a Coeliac host, please present for Communion in the centre aisle at the end of the Communion queue 
and inform the Priest in order to avoid cross-contamination.


Sunday 4 October 2026   Share Collection €424   First Collection €832



Parish Priest
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan
Tel. 01 497 1531 / 497 2215

Parish Secretary            Parish Office
Mary Ryan	             Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
Tel. 01 497 1531            10am – 1pm


The Diocesan Child Safeguarding and Protection Service can be contacted confidentially by telephone on 01 836 0314.



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Rathmines Parish Pastoral Council is a faith-based group whose purpose is to lead and serve in the spirit of the Gospel, warmly welcoming and connecting with parishioners and the wider community.
Parish Pastoral Council Members
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan PP, Ann Dolan (Chair), Angel Agito (Vice Chair), 
Bridget Murphy, Joe Costello, Jackie Brennan,
Angela Meta, Andrew Moran, Sr Sofia Cho, and Mary McGaughan








OUR PARISH PARTNERSHIP
Rathmines 	Rathgar		Beechwood	Harold’s Cross	Mount Argus



HANDEL’S MESSIAH
CAMBIATA CHAMBER CHOIR & ORCHESTRA
Soloists from the TU Dublin Conservatoire
Niall Kinsella, conductor
Rathmines Church
Saturday 5th December 2026	 7.30pm
Doors open at 7pm Ends approx. 9.45pm
Tickets €25 plus booking fees from Eventbrite
Unreserved Seating	
messiahrathmines.eventbrite.com
Also available from the parish office

AUTUMN WORKSHOPS ARE BACK 🍂🧹
Join us this October in Rathmines Parish Centre
for one of our favourite seasonal workshops.

WITCH’S BROOMSTICK WORKSHOPS
Sun 18th October - 1pm to 3.30pm
Sun 25th October - 2.30pm to 5pm

All materials are included, with light refreshments and some Halloween candy for the kids.

Children must be accompanied and supervised by an adult at all times.  This is not a drop-off workshop.

These sold out incredibly quickly last year, so booking early is very much recommended.
Halloween costumes are not required 
… but highly encouraged!
Visit www.thefloristonthehill.ie to book!












ANNUAL MASSES OF REMEMBRANCE

Mary Immaculate Refuge of Sinners Rathmines
Friday 6th November at 7pm

Church of the Three Patrons Rathgar
Thursday 5th November at 7pm
With the support of our Funeral Ministry team
and Bethany Bereavement Support Group.
All are welcome








WE ARE STARTING A SUNDAY SCHOOL!
Rathgar/Rathmines parish are delighted to welcome 
all children aged 7-11 years old 
to join our Sunday School! 
Our aim is to help children grow in faith 
through our parish-based children’s programme.

📍Where: St Patrick’s Hall, Rathgar Parish Centre
📆When: Third Sunday of every month
STARTS 18 OCTOBER 2026 - May 2027
⏰Time: 11am – 11.40am
Email Angel Agito at youthministry@rathminesparish.com

PRAYER FOR STRENGTH
Every day I need you Lord,
but this day especially,
I need some extra strength
to face whatever is to come.
This day more than any other day
I need to feel you near me …..
to fortify my courage 
and to overcome my fear.
By myself, 
I cannot meet the challenge of the hour …
How much frail human creatures
need a Higher Power sustaining them
in all that life may bring.
And so, dear Lord, hold my trembling hand ….
Be with me Lord this day,
to know your guiding hand at work in all,
to know your Blessed Presence ever near.  Amen.
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