25 October 2026     Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time      Please take a copy home today    “My dear young friends, as registration opens for next year’s #WorldYouthDay, I warmly invite each of you to #Seoul.” Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex (X)

WELCOME TO[bookmark: _Hlk210399344]CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS RATHMINES
youthministry @rathminesparish.com
Instagram@yarathmines
UPCOMING EVENTS!
MOVIE NIGHT
Thursday 5 November
7pm
All young adults 
aged 18-40 are welcome 

Welcome! Failte! Benvenuti! Bine ati venit! Karibu! Witajcie! Vitame Vas! Bienvenidos! Soo Dhawow! Dobro pozhalovat! Mubuhay! Bemvindo! Enkwan dehna! Khush ammaadiio! Bienvenue!
Welcome! Failte! Benvenuti! Bine ati venit! Karibu! Witajcie! Vitame Vas! Bienvenidos! Soo Dhawow! Dobro pozhalovat! Mubuhay! Bemvindo! Enkwan dehna! Khush ammaadiio! Isten hozott! Bienvenue!

Mary Immaculate, Refuge of Sinners, Rathmines
Sunday 25 October 2026     Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
[image: Mary Immaculate Refuge of Sinners logo]Parish Office Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 1pm
Address: 52 Lower Rathmines Road, Dubli n 6
        Telephone: 01 497 1531   Email: secretary@rathminesparish.com     
      Please visit the parish website: www.rathminesparish.ie
     www. facebook.com/rathminesparish	Webcam: www.rathminesparish.ieDON’T FORGET!!  Wintertime begins this weekend when CLOCKS GO BACK by one hour at 2am on Sun 25 October.


HOMILY
There is probably nothing that a person can do that can so quickly bring to the surface all of one’s most deeply rooted insecurities and self-doubts as can watching a few ads – TV commercials or online content.  
The fact is that all of those small anxieties over how we look and feel and smell spring from a much larger one, one to which every human being ever born is subject.  And that is, “What do people think of me?”  To put it all in a word.  “Am I really lovable?”
We need to be appreciated, to be loved.  The experience of loving and being loved is really the touchstone of human life.  It is what makes life worth living, and it is ultimately the only thing that does so.
In the Gospel reading for today, Christ speaks to the centrality of love in human life.  He says that love is not only the key to a satisfying human life, it is also the only way to be saved.
The Pharisees try to draw Christ into an argument by asking him which is the greatest, the most binding of all the laws.  And the first part of his answer was expected.  Love God first, always, and above everything else.  But the second half of his answer was unexpected.  Love your neighbour as yourself.  Certainly, love of neighbour was not a new idea to the Hebrews.  What was new was the importance that Christ gave to that commandment.  Christ virtually draws a parallel between love of God and the love of neighbour.  To say that the second commandment is like the first is to say that what one does to people, one does to God.  We all need to reflect more on it.
Really, love will never be “understood” … it is after all, a mystery.  We may not be able to say definitively what love is, but we can say a great deal about what it is like.  We can say that it is free …. It is a free gift of self, given to another, for the good of that other.  Love is not a contract or a business deal.  It is a free gift.
And that means that love is not a need.  That kind of stance is something much closer to dependence than to a free gift of self.  It is nice to be needed, but it is much better to be loved.
Contrary to the popular saying, love is not blind.  Or it should not be.  It should see not only with the eyes of the senses and the mind but with the eyes of faith.  It should see below the surface, to the essential dignity and infinite value of every human being.
It is a complete thing, this commandment that Christ gives us, to love one another and in doing so love God.  It may very well take us a lifetime, even more than a lifetime, to get it right.							Fr Andrew
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[bookmark: _Hlk212216376]Next Sunday 1st November is the Feast of All Saints.  Masses are at usual times.






SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(7-11 yrs old)
St Patrick’s Hall
Rathgar Parish Centre
3d Sunday every month
11am – 11.40am
Next Date
Sun 15 November
Email Angel Agito at youthministry@ rathminesparish.com
Helping children grow in faith through our children’s programme














The HAKUNA group holds its Youth Led Holy Hour thanks to the hospitality of Rathmines parish, every Tuesday 
from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in Rathmines Church. Prayer, the opportunity for Confession, moments of silence and music.
Everyone is warmly invited to come along, meet others & help build our parish community. 


Please join us for Tea & Coffee this and every Sunday after 11am Mass   in the Parish Centre.  All are welcome. 
[image: Tea][image: Tea][image: Tea][image: Tea][image: Tea][image: Tea]



Thank you for your support of Mission Sunday last weekend which raised a total of €885. If you have not yet donated but would like to do so, please use the QR code on the Mission Sunday poster. Alternatively, Tel 01 497 2035 www.missio.ie/donate



ROSARY FOR PEACE
Rathmines Parish Church
Thursday 29th October at 7.30pm

With readings and reflections
and multilingual prayers

ALL ARE WELCOME
“Peace is a journey, and God walks with you”
Pope Leo XIV



The monthly St Vincent de Paul Church Gate Collection takes place this weekend 24th/25th October after all masses. Please give generously.



MASS TIMES RATHMINES CHURCH
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Sunday 11am, 6pm (Folk)
Tues/Thurs/Fri 10am
Preceded by Morning Prayer - 9.45am
Confessions Sat 5.30pm or by appt
-----------------------
MASS TIMES RATHGAR CHURCH
Sat 10am  Sunday 9.30am, 12.15pm
Mon – Friday 7.30am
Mon/Weds 10am    Tues/Thurs 6pm
Eucharistic Adoration
Mon/Weds/Sat 10.30am – 11.30am
Monday to Saturday 6pm – 7pm

In November we will remember the Month of the Holy Souls.
Altar List of the Dead Envelopes are now available at the back of the church.  Please take one, make a list of your deceased loved ones on the inserts provided, enclose a small offering and return to the parish office or the blue safe 
at the back of the church.  The Altar Lists will be compiled and then placed 
on the altar every First Friday for the next year.






Coeliac Hosts are available at any Mass in Rathmines Church for people with a Coeliac condition. 
If you wish to receive a Coeliac host, please present for Communion in the centre aisle at the end of the Communion queue 
and inform the Priest in order to avoid cross-contamination.


Sunday 18 October 2026   No Share Collection    First Collection €776




Parish Secretary            Parish Office
Mary Ryan	             Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
Tel. 01 497 1531            10am – 1pm

Parish Priest
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan
Tel. 01 497 1531 / 497 2215


The Diocesan Child Safeguarding and Protection Service can be contacted confidentially by telephone on 01 836 0314.



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Rathmines Parish Pastoral Council is a faith-based group whose purpose is to lead and serve in the spirit of the Gospel, warmly welcoming and connecting with parishioners and the wider community.
Parish Pastoral Council Members
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan PP, Ann Dolan (Chair), Angel Agito (Vice Chair), Bridget Murphy, Joe Costello, 
Jackie Brennan, Alex Innocent, Mary McCaughan, Andrew Moran, Angela Metta, Sr Sophia
Angela Meta, Andrew Moran, Sr Sofia Cho, and Mary McGaughan








OUR PARISH PARTNERSHIP
Rathmines 	Rathgar		Beechwood	Harold’s Cross	Mount Argus



HANDEL’S MESSIAH
CAMBIATA CHAMBER CHOIR & ORCHESTRA
Soloists from the TU Dublin Conservatoire
Niall Kinsella, conductor
Rathmines Church
Saturday 5th December 2026	 7.30pm
Doors open at 7pm Ends approx. 9.45pm
Tickets €25 plus booking fees from Eventbrite
Unreserved Seating	
messiahrathmines.eventbrite.com
Also available from the parish office

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
in aid of RATHGAR AND RATHMINES 
FRIENDS OF KYUSO

Friday 27th November 2026 at 8pm
Church of the Three Patrons in Rathgar

'AN EVENING WITH CLAUDIA BOYLE AND FRIENDS'
Claudia Boyle is one of Ireland’s finest opera singers, with a stellar international reputation, and it promises to be a wonderful night. 
All funds raised will go directly to Kyuso, Kenya. 

Tickets: €40 available now from www.eventbrite.ie,
from the Parish Offices
and after Masses throughout November.












WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 SEOUL SOUTH KOREA Young Adults Rathmines is inviting expressions of interest from young adults aged 18-40 years old who would like to participate in 
World Youth Day 2027 in South Korea. 
This will be a wonderful opportunity to grow in faith, connect with young Catholics from around the world, and experience the joy of our global Church.
Please register your interest by contacting youthministry@rathminesparish.com






ANNUAL MASSES OF REMEMBRANCE

For parishioners who have died during the past year
We invite you to join us in prayer 
as we remember and honour our loved ones 

Mary Immaculate Refuge of Sinners Rathmines
Friday 6th November at 7.30pm

Church of the Three Patrons Rathgar
Thursday 5th November at 7.30pm
With the support of our Funeral Ministry team
and Bethany Bereavement Support Group.
All are welcome



PRAYER FOR STRENGTH
Every day I need you Lord,
but this day especially,
I need some extra strength
to face whatever is to come.
This day more than any other day
I need to feel you near me …..
to fortify my courage 
and to overcome my fear.
By myself, 
I cannot meet the challenge of the hour …
How much frail human creatures
need a Higher Power sustaining them
in all that life may bring.
And so, dear Lord, hold my trembling hand ….
Be with me Lord this day,
to know your guiding hand at work in all,
to know your Blessed Presence ever near.  Amen.

RCN (Registered Charity Number) 20016166
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