4 October 2026     Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time      Please take a copy home today    “The month of October calls us to pray the #HolyRosary more fervently, asking in particular for an end to wars.” Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex (X)

WELCOME TO[bookmark: _Hlk210399344]CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS RATHMINES
youthministry @rathminesparish.com
Instagram@yarathmines
UPCOMING EVENTS!
TALK SERIES
Thursday 8 October
7.30pm
Rosary & Evangelisation
Rathmines Church
All young adults 
aged 18-40 are welcome 
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Sunday 4 October 2026     Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Address: 52 Lower Rathmines Road, Dubli n 6
        Telephone: 01 497 1531   Email: secretary@rathminesparish.com     
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The First Reading from the Old Testament book of the prophet Isaiah and the Gospel reading present us with examples of one of the commonest images, in all of Scripture, that of the vineyard and the one who cares for it.
And the point of the image is fairly clear.  It is to illustrate the care, the concern, that the Father lavishes on us, his people.  We have not been called together to be left on our own.  Rather we have been called together to benefit from the direction, the purpose, the meaning that the Father can and will give to our lives.
It is simply true that part at least of the frustration that seems to characterise the lives of a great many people today is really a kind of a sense of being set adrift in a world in which we are faced with far greater demands, challenges than any of us are capable of meeting.  
Whether the task be making a living, making peace, finding justice, raising a family, finding a friend, or simply doing one’s job, an awful lot of people experience themselves as facing it alone, as more than they can handle.
Well, the scriptural response to this is very clear.  It is not so.  There is no challenge, no task, no life that any of God’s people are asked to face entirely alone.  Our concerns are the Father’s concerns.  Our efforts to grow are under his care, his direction.
It is simply his understanding of this that enables St Paul in the Second Reading to say, “Dismiss all anxiety from your minds.  Present your needs to the Father, and his own peace will stand guard over you.”
But we must remember that the image of the vineyard is just that, an image.  It tells part of the story, not all of it.  
And the rest of the story is that we, the Church, are not plants, we are people.  And that means that our role, our responsibility, can never be to simply sit back and let someone else, even the owner, do all the work, take care of us.  Plants don’t need to become personally involved in the gardener’s mission in order to grow.  People do.  St Paul tells us, “Don’t be anxious.  Don’t despair.”  He does not tell us, “Don’t be concerned, don’t be involved in your own growth.”
We must come to see God’s presence, his care, his direction as an invitation, an opportunity, for our own active, responsible involvement in our own personal growth, not as a substitute for it.  The image of the vineyard is a valuable one.  It offers us a valuable confidence, a real freedom from anxiety.  But let us remember that in this image we are not only the vine, we are the caretakers as well.  											Fr Andrew






                          



DuyBOOK LAUNCH: CONQUEST OR LEAVEN
Reflections of a 
Catholic Priest in Palestine/Israel 
by David Neuhaus SJ

Mon 19 October 2026 at 7pm
In-person event at 
Manresa Jesuit Centre of Spirituality
426 Clontarf Road, Dollymount, D03 FP52
Books will be available for purchase
Limited to 30 people 
Registration: reception@manresa.ie / 
01 552 9448






















Please join us for Tea & Coffee this and every Sunday after 11am Mass   in the Parish Centre.  All are welcome. 
You may also like to join us after 10am Mass every Thursday morning.
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The HAKUNA group holds its Youth Led Holy Hour thanks to the hospitality of Rathmines parish,  every Tuesday 
from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in Rathmines Church. Prayer, the opportunity for Confession, moments of silence and music.
Everyone is warmly invited to come along, meet others, and help build our parish community. 


WE ARE STARTING A SUNDAY SCHOOL!
Rathgar/Rathmines parish are delighted to welcome 
all children aged 7-11 years old to join our Sunday School! 
Our aim is to help children grow in faith 
through our parish-based children’s programme.

📍Where: St Patrick’s Hall, Rathgar Parish Centre
📆When: Third Sunday of every month, STARTS 18 OCTOBER 2026 - May 2027
⏰Time: 11am – 11.40am
If you would like your children to get involved,
Email Angel Agito at youthministry@rathminesparish.com






CARMELITE OPEN DAY
For Men and women Age 18-40
21 November 2026	10.30am to 4.30pm
Avila Retreat Centre, Donnybrook, D04 YF66
Registration by 15 November
E opendayavila@gmail.com
Cost: Free (light lunch included)


MASS TIMES RATHMINES CHURCH
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Sunday 11am, 6pm (Folk)
Tues/Thurs/Fri 10am
Preceded by Morning Prayer - 9.45am
Confessions Sat 5.30pm or by appt
-----------------------
MASS TIMES RATHGAR CHURCH
Saturday 10am  
Sunday 9.30am, 12.15pm
Mon/Weds 10am    Tues/Thurs 6pm
Eucharistic Adoration
Mon/Weds/Sat 10.30am – 11.30am
Monday to Saturday 6pm – 7pm





October and World Mission Sunday (18th October) is a time for the faithful of the world to show their appreciation towards the work of overseas missionaries.  Missio Ireland T 01 497 2035 www.missio.ie 


Coeliac Hosts are available at any Mass in Rathmines Church for people with a Coeliac condition. 
If you wish to receive a Coeliac host, please present for Communion in the centre aisle at the end of the Communion queue 
and inform the Priest in order to avoid cross-contamination.


Sunday 13 September 2026   Share Collection €296   First Collection €366



Parish Priest
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan
Tel. 01 497 1531 / 497 2215

Parish Secretary            Parish Office
Mary Ryan	             Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
Tel. 01 497 1531            10am – 1pm


The Diocesan Child Safeguarding and Protection Service can be contacted confidentially by telephone on 01 836 0314.



PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Rathmines Parish Pastoral Council is a faith-based group whose purpose is to lead and serve in the spirit of the Gospel, warmly welcoming and connecting with parishioners and the wider community.
Parish Pastoral Council Members
Fr Andrew O’Sullivan PP, Ann Dolan (Chair), Angel Agito (Vice Chair), 
Bridget Murphy, Joe Costello, Jackie Brennan,
Angela Meta, Andrew Moran, Sr Sofia Cho, and Mary McGaughan








OUR PARISH PARTNERSHIP
Rathmines 	Rathgar		Beechwood	Harold’s Cross	Mount Argus



AUTUMN WORKSHOPS ARE BACK 🍂🧹
Join us this October in Rathmines Parish Centre
for two of our favourite seasonal workshops.

AUTUMN WREATH WORKSHOPS
Sat 10th October & Sun 11th October
1pm to 3.30pm


WITCH’S BROOMSTICK WORKSHOPS
Sun 18th October - 1pm to 3.30pm
Sun 25th October - 2.30pm to 5pm

All materials are included, with light refreshments and some Halloween candy for the kids.

Children must be accompanied and supervised by an adult at all times.  This is not a drop-off workshop.

These sold out incredibly quickly last year, so booking early is very much recommended.
Halloween costumes are not required 
… but highly encouraged!
Visit www.thefloristonthehill.ie to book!

[bookmark: _Hlk183799424]Rathmines & Rathgar  
Bethany Bereavement Support Service 
(incl. Milltown & Ranelagh)
If you are grieving the loss of a loved one and feel the need to talk, please think about coming to a Bethany session – we are here to listen actively, 
and this can help in working through your loss.  
Please consider availing of our service which is 
free, confidential and non-judgmental.
Our October listening sessions will take place at:
Venue		Rathmines Parish Centre
When		First Wednesday of the month
Next meeting 	Wednesday 7 October 2026
Time		7.30pm

Venue		Milltown Parish Centre
When		Second Thursday of the month
Next meeting 	Thursday 8 October 2026
Time		7.30pm
For further information please phone:
Siobhán 087 284 1276 or Marie 086 328 2151 
Also available: Bethany Service Clarendon St
First & Third Tues of the month at 11am



















RATHGAR LADIES CLUB
Imaginative Cooking for One
With
Gráinne Walshe
In St Patrick’s Hall
Leicester Avenue, Rathgar (behind the Church)
Thursday, 8th October 2026
At 7.30 pm
NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
Enquiries: Tel 087 133 6231

PRAYER FOR STRENGTH
Every day I need you Lord,
but this day especially,
I need some extra strength
to face whatever is to come.
This day more than any other day
I need to feel you near me …..
to fortify my courage 
and to overcome my fear.
By myself, 
I cannot meet the challenge of the hour …
How much frail human creatures
need a Higher Power sustaining them
in all that life may bring.
And so, dear Lord, hold my trembling hand ….
Be with me Lord this day,
to know your guiding hand at work in all,
to know your Blessed Presence ever near.  Amen.

RCN (Registered Charity Number) 20016166
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